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DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY�
C. RAY DAVENPORT                     POWERS-

TAYLOR 
BUILDING 

COMMISSIONER                                              13 
SOUTH 13TH STREET 

RICHMOND, VA 23219 
PHONE  804 . 371 . 2327 

FAX  804 . 371 . 6524 
TDD  804 . 371 . 2376�
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1. Be protected in accordance with § 20 of these requirements from 
fall hazards of 10 feet or more above a lower level; except when 
structural members are being lifted for connection and the iron is 
in the air for connection, when it is considered by the connector to 
be a greater hazard to utilize fall protection in accordance with § 
20, than to have freedom of movement to avoid accidental or 
inadvertent contact with structural members being hoisted to be 
placed and connected into position.”  

�
�����
���� �
�� �2����
��� ����� ����� ������ ��
	��	�� /����� �,��� �������
���
��������
�� /����� ���������� ���.���� ���� .��
	� ������� ���� �

����
+� � �
��
���
/��0������,������.�����'��������������������+� �����������������������
	��

/����� �������� ��������
� �
� ��������
�� /����� ���������� /��0���� ���� .��/��
�
��������������'� �+	+'����
/��0�����������������
�����.�����
����������
����,��
.����������
��������
������	�
����/
����	����
����������'�.����������
/��0����

����
���������������+��������;�������.��
	�0
�0�����������.����.��������
�������
���	�
���
����������
���
����������.������������$����������;�����������
��������
�����
���.��
	���������+�

�

�"�//����#����-� �����������������<�������
���	�����������������
	����
�
����/����
	�����������.�����
�/������������������������
�
��
���
�����������
��������������,����
+� �������2�����
�

��� ���� 	�
����� ����� ��������
� ���������
��� �
���
��� �
�
5�&�/���������,�
��3�

�����4������.��
	� �2���������
��������
�������	���������;�������.��
	�����0�.������������

���������.��������
	��
������������
���
���

����
�����
��� /�
�� 	����'� ��
�� ��������� ������ ��� ����� ������
�
�������
��
���
��/����������������������������/�
	�
�
��
��
�������.�����

����
������0�������

����+���*
�

������������
�'���������

��������3��������4����������������
��,���
�������.����������������������,�
�������.���������
�,�������������������/����/�
	�
	���������
����+��

�
��/�,��'� ��� �����
���� �
�� 
����'� ����
	� ���� �����
.��/��
����������������������������������������
	����������
����������������������
������������
�������������������������



�

���.���'��

���������� 
��� �2����������
����;�������
�/�
	�
	������+�������
��
��������������������	������
�������

���,���� ����� ��������
� ��� ���� ������ ���� ���� ������ ������
�
���������'��
����
	��

�����'��������.�,������ &������
���	��'��2�����
������/��������

��������������������
��.:��������������
�������	���������;�������.��
	�����0�.��

�/�
	�
	� ������ ����
	� � ������
�� ��� ���� ������ ���� �
������
�

����
+��

�

����������������
�����������������5�>&+ �.�����
����
����������� �����/���
�/� ��
	��	�� �
� ��������
�� ��������
��
	��	������0������	��B�

�

35�>&� ��

������
�

)����

����������B�

�

1. Be protected in accordance with § 20 of these 
requirements from fall hazards of 10 feet or more 
above a lower level; except when structural 
members are being lifted placed for connection, 
when it is considered by the connector to be a 
greater hazard to utilize fall protection in 
accordance with § 20, than to have freedom of 
movement to avoid accidental or inadvertent contact 
with structural members being hoisted to be placed 
and connected into position  
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A. Except as provided by paragraph C. of this section, each employee engaged in a steel erection activity 
who is on a walking/working surface with an unprotected side or edge of 10 feet or more above a lower 
level shall be protected from fall hazards by guardrail systems, safety net systems, personal fall arrest 
systems, positioning device systems or fall restraint systems. 
�

B. Perimeter safety cables. On multi-story structures, perimeter safety cables shall be installed at the final 
interior and exterior perimeters of the floors as soon as the metal decking has been installed. 
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A. The use of controlled decking zones is prohibited. 
�
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C. Access to the leading edge of decking operations shall be limited to only those employees engaged in 
leading edge work. 

�

D. The boundaries of a leading edge decking operation shall be designated and clearly marked. The 
operation shall not be more than 90 feet (27.4 m) wide and 90 (27.4 m) feet deep from any leading 
edge. The operation shall be marked by the use of control lines or the equivalent. Examples of 
acceptable procedures for demarcating can be found in Appendix A. 

�

E. Each employee working in a leading edge decking operation shall have completed training in 
accordance with §1926.761. 

�

F. Unsecured decking shall not exceed 3,000 square feet (914.4 m 2). 
�

G. Safety deck attachments shall be performed from the leading edge back to the control line and shall 
have at least two attachments for each metal decking panel. 

�

H. Final deck attachments and installation of shear connectors shall not be performed in areas where 
leading edge decking operations are being conducted. 
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A. When used to control access to areas where leading edge and initial securement of metal deck and other 
operations connected with leading edge work are taking place, the work area is defined by a control line 
or by any other means that restricts access. 

�

1. A control line is erected not less than 6 feet (1.8 m) nor more than 90 feet (27.4 m) from the 
leading edge. 

�

2. Control lines extend along the entire length of the unprotected or leading edge and are 
approximately parallel to the unprotected or leading edge. 

�

3. Control lines are connected on each side to a guardrail system, wall, stanchion or other suitable 
anchorage. 

�

B. Control lines consist of ropes, wires, tapes, or equivalent materials, and supporting stanchions as 
follows: 

�
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 2. Each line has a minimum breaking strength of 200 pounds (90.8 kg).  
�
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DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY�
C. RAY DAVENPORT                     POWERS-TAYLOR BUILDING 
COMMISSIONER                                              13 SOUTH 13TH STREET 

RICHMOND, VA 23219 
PHONE  804 . 371 . 2327 

FAX  804 . 371 . 6524 
TDD  804 . 371 . 2376 
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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA�
�

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY�
C. RAY DAVENPORT                     POWERS-TAYLOR BUILDING 
COMMISSIONER                                              13 SOUTH 13TH STREET 

RICHMOND, VA 23219 
PHONE  804 . 371 . 2327 

FAX  804 . 371 . 6524 
TDD  804 . 371 . 2376�
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Fee Inspectors 
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The Virginia Boiler and Pressure Vessel Program requests the Safety and Health Codes Board to 
authorize the Department to initiate the regulatory rulemaking process to promulgate regulations 
governing the financial responsibility of boiler and pressure vessel contract fee inspectors by filing a 
Notice of Intended Regulatory Action (NOIRA), pursuant to the Virginia Administrative Process Act 
(§2.2-4007). 
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The Safety and Health Codes Board is authorized by Title 40.1-51.9:2 C of the Code of Virginia 
to, “…promulgate regulations requiring contract fee inspectors, as a condition of their doing 
business in the Commonwealth, to demonstrate financial responsibility sufficient to comply 
with the requirements of this chapter.  Regulations governing the amount of any financial 
responsibility required by the contract fee inspector shall take into consideration the type, 
capacity and number of boilers or pressure vessels inspected or certified.”  (Full text of statute is 
provided in Appendix A.) 
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